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George Berkeley : A Treatise Concerning the Principles of Human Knowledge (Oxford Philosophical Texts) 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised A Treatise Concerning 
the Principles of Human Knowledge (Oxford Philosophical Texts): 

0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Revolutionary, brilliant, and transformativeBy William ArsenisThis 
work was the first Id ever read by George Berkeley.In this treatise, Berkeley expounds on his theory of immaterialism. 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0198751613


This basically states that no material thing exists outside of that which perceives it and bears no relation whatsoever to 
solipsismthe belief that only the self exists.Berkeley was a deeply religious man who believed that nature and matter 
did not exist without being perceived in consciousness; that this perception was an idea instilled in the spirits of men 
through the infinite all-perceiving mind of God. Therefore, the revelation of God as the very originator of creation is 
available to anyone not bound by the notion of material existence outside of consciousness.From a materialist, purely 
Cartesian, Newtonian perspective, his ingenious works might seem ludicrous. There were no physicists at the time to 
chime in with theories of quantum physics that so readily collapse the foundations of materialism. Berkeley stood his 
ground alone.The prose is bloated and bombastic, but lets not forget the text was written in 1710, and compared to 
other writings of his time, his was simple and straight to the point.A TREATISE CONCERNING THE PRINCIPLES 
OF HUMAN KNOWLEDGE is a treasure to anyone with a spiritual or religious inclination. The message is as deep as 
it is subtle, and can be quite transformative if you allow its transcendental logic the benefit of a truly open mind.0 of 0 
people found the following review helpful. WowBy Caleb McEntireHeavy reading. Attempts to answer the age old, 'if 
a tree falls in the forest does it make a sound' question. If you want to know what he determines....buy the book. :)1 of 
2 people found the following review helpful. Extremely Important ThinkerBy James BathThis man was brilliant. 
Whether you agree with everything he wrote or not, reading his work is enlightening. Peruse it carefully and 
deliberately. It is no wonder Kant and Hume were so influenced by him.

In this exceptional work Berkeley makes the striking claim that physical things consist of nothing but ideas and 
therefore do not exist outside the mind. This claim establishes him as the founder of the idealist tradition in 
philosophy. The text printed in this volume is the 1734 edition of the Principles, which represents Berkeley's mature 
thought. Also included are four important letters between George Berkeley and Samuel Johnson, written between 1729 
and 1730, an analysis of the Principles, and a glossary.
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