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Steven Jonas MD MPH FACPM : An Introduction to the U.S. Health Care System: Fifth Edition  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised An Introduction to the U.S. 
Health Care System: Fifth Edition: 

4 of 5 people found the following review helpful. solid explanationBy M. S. MichelsGood, solid, uncomplicated look 
at the economics of the health care system in America. I used it to produce a lecture for resident physicians.0 of 2 
people found the following review helpful. Very BoringBy LockeI bought this book through my kindle, and, on the 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0826139868


same day, I returned it.Even for a textbook, the diction and presentation of the information is beyond boring. To make 
it worse, the author never explains the information when he introduces it; he simply puts a parenthesis stating "Go to 
chapter x for more information." I can understand doing this in certain cases, but when you have literally five of those 
things in a simple paragraph, it just becomes ridiculous.Secondly, the bias against Republicans and Republican 
administration in this work is palpable, almost to the point of being droll. While the author does admit his personal 
feelings and bias about the subject will inevitably leak into his words, he should at least TRY to be objective, or at 
least make it less obvious.In summary, do not buy this book.6 of 7 people found the following review helpful. 
Excellent bookBy Hidden DragonThis book not only talks about the structure of US health care system, but also gives 
historic information on how the system was evolved, making chapter 9's discussion on "Health Care Reform" much 
more meaningful. The author gives a balanced view on all major issues (e.g. private vs. public delivery systems). The 
Epilogue alone is worth the price of the book!

This bestselling text is a concise and balanced classic presenting the domestic health care system. It explains the five 
major components of the U.S. health care system: health care institutions, health care personnel, financing 
mechanisms, research and educational institutions that produce biomedical knowledge and health personnel, and firms 
producing "health commodities" (such as pharmaceutical drugs and hospital equipment). Completely updated to reflect 
the continual changes in the U.S. health care delivery system, this text includes new information on government and 
public policy reforms and recommendations, as well as website resources and glossary of terms. It provides a glimpse 
into the future of our well-being.

"An extremely valuable introduction to the health care system in the United States." "Dr. Jonas has been a voice in the 
wilderness preaching sense about both health and health services for years. He clearly identifies the problems and 
issues facing the system and its beneficiaries, based upon the evidence he has carefully marshaled for the reader...and 
he challenges the reader to make sense out of the facts, understanding the evidence within a historical and international 
context, and come up with judgments on needed changes and how to go about making them, starting with the facts 
which he so generously provides you." -- from the Foreword by Anthony R. Kovner, PhD, Professor of Health Policy 
and Management, NYU/Wagner "An extremely valuable introduction to the health care system in the United 
States." -- Barry S. Levy, MD, MPH, Department of Community Health, Tufts University School of Medicine, praise 
for the previous edition "An ideal text for medical and nursing students who require a basic understanding of 
American health services, without a detailed exploration of their complexities..." -- APHA Health Administration 
Newsletter "May well be the ideal teaching tool for years to come." -- InquiryFrom the Back Cover"This bestselling 
text is a concise and balanced classic presenting the domestic health care system. It explains the five major 
components of the U.S. health care system: health care institutions, health care personnel, financing mechanisms, 
research and educational institutions that produce biomedical knowledge and health personnel, and firms producing 
"health commodities" (such as pharmaceutical drugs and hospital equipment).Completely updated to reflect the 
continual changes in the U.S. health care delivery system, this text includes new information on government and 
public policy reforms and recommendations, as well as website resources and glossary of terms. It provides a glimpse 
into the future of our well-being." 


