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Ron Barrett, George Armelagos : An Unnatural History of Emerging Infections  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised An Unnatural History of Emerging Infections: 

0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Debra WhiteBook as described. Fast shipping.

This book traces the social and environmental determinants of human infectious diseases from the Neolithic to the 
present day. Despite recent high profile discoveries of new pathogens, the major determinants of these emerging 
infections are ancient and recurring. These include changing modes of subsistence, shifting populations, environmental 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0199608296


disruptions, and social inequalities. The recent labeling of the term "re-emerging infections" reflects a re-emergence, 
not so much of the diseases themselves, but rather a re-emerging awareness in affluent societies of long-standing 
problems that were previously ignored.An Unnatural History of Emerging Infections illustrates these recurring 
problems and determinants through an examination of three major epidemiological transitions. The First Transition 
occurred with the Agricultural Revolution beginning 10,000 years ago, bringing a rise in acute infections as the main 
cause of human mortality. The Second Transition first began with the Industrial Revolution; it saw a decline in 
infectious disease mortality and an increase in chronic diseases among wealthier nations, but less so in poorer 
societies. These culminated in today's "worst of both worlds syndrome" in which globalization has combined with the 
challenges of the First and Second Transitions to produce a Third Transition, characterized by a confluence of acute 
and chronic disease patterns within a single global disease ecology.This accessible text is suitable for advanced 
undergraduate and graduate level students and researchers in the fields of epidemiology, disease ecology, 
anthropology, health sciences, and the history of medicine. It will also be of relevance and use to undergraduate 
students interested in the history and social dynamics of infectious diseases.

"By taking an historical perspective, the authors of this book are able to weave together a more complex and 
interesting account of how social, economic, environmental and technological factors have created today's global 
disease ecology." --British Ecological Society Bulletin About the AuthorRon Barrett, Assistant Professor, Department 
of Anthropology, Macalester College,George Armelagos, Department of Anthropology, Emory UniversityRon Barrett 
is an Assistant Professor of Medical Anthropology at Macalester College. His research concerns the social aspects of 
infectious diseases, with an ethnographic focus on northern and western India. His work on the biosocial aspects of 
leprosy and other socially stigmatized diseases can be found in, Aghor Medicine: Pollution, Death, ad Healing in 
Northern India (University of California Press), which was recently awarded the Wellcome Medal for Medical 
Anthropology by the Royal Anthropological Institute. His currently the primary investigator for an NSF-sponsored 
research on the relationship between social support networks and health-seeking for influenza-like illnesses in a 
western Indian slum community. Professor Barrett is co-editor of a textbook reader, Understanding and Applying 
Medical Anthropology (McGraw Hill). He is also a registered nurse with clinical experience in hospice, neuro-
intensive care, and brain injury rehabilitation.George J. Armelagos is Goodrich C. White Professor of Anthropology at 
Emory University. His research interests have concerned the paleopathology and evolution of diet and disease in 
prehistoric human populations. His research has involved the osteological and pathological analysis of mummified and 
skeletal populations from North Africa and North America, tracing health changes associated with the Neolithic 
transition to sedentism and agriculture. He has also published osteopathic and phylogenetic evidence in support of the 
New World origin of syphilis. Professor Armelagos is the former president of the American Association of Physical 
Anthropologists (AAPA). He is a recipient of the Franz Boas Award (American Anthropological Association), the 
Charles Darwin Award (AAPA), and the Viking Medal (Wenner Gren Foundation). 


