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American Studies 8):

Why isthere no national health insurance in the United States of America? This question became popular again when
President Bill Clinton's Health Security Plan of 1993 proved to be afailure. Throughout the twentieth century, every
attempt to enact a national health insurance program failed. The mgjority of the working population is covered by
private, employer-based health insurance, the elderly and welfare poor by the government programs Medicare and
Medicaid of 1965, while a growing number of Americans remain uninsured. This study focuses on two important
decisions that have shaped American health care policy: the exclusion of national health insurance from the Social
Security Act of 1935 and the shift of focus from a health insurance program for the working population to a hospital
insurance program for the elderly and the welfare poor. Based on presidential archives and the papers of social
security policymakers, this study examines the incremental strategy to achieve health insurance coverage for all
Americans. Theresult is acompelling history of political compromise that will be of interest to both the scholars of
the welfare state and the scholars of American ideology and exceptionalism.

"This book iswell-researched and written and is a good overview of the development of public health insurance from
the turn of the century through the Clinton adminstration's health care proposals. It is especially noteworthy for its
history of the health insurance issue during the work of the 1934-35 Committee on Economic Security." -- Larry
DeWitt, historian of the Social Security AdministrationAbout the AuthorJaap Kooijman (1967) received his PhD in
American Studies at the University of Amsterdam. From 1994 to 1998, he worked as a research assistant at the
Roosevelt Study Center in Middelburg, the Netherlands. His essays on government health insurance in the United
States of America have been published in the Presidential Studies Quarterly and The Roosevelt Y ears (Edinburgh
University Press). Jaap Kooijman is currently teaching at the Faculty of Humanities of the University of Amsterdam.



