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0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. usefullBy carlosthe book is very useful for those who are dedicated 
to the epidemiology and research is really useful to develop interventions in the population in terms of public health

Over the past two decades increasing interest has emerged in the contribu tions that the social sciences might make to 
the epidemiological study of patterns of health and disease. Several reasons can be cited for this increasing interest. 
Primary among these has been the rise of the chronic, non-infectious diseases as important causes of morbidity and 
mortality within Western populations during the 20th century. Generally speaking, the chronic, non infectious diseases 
are strongly influenced by lifestyle variables, which are themselves strongly influenced by social and cultural forces. 
The under standing of the effects of the behavioral factors in, say, hypertension, thus requires an understanding of the 
social and cultural factors which encourage obesity, a sedentary lifestyle, non-compliance with anti-hypertensive 
medica tions (or other prescribed regimens), and stress. Equally, there is a growing awareness that considerations of 
human behavior and its social and cultural determinants are important for understanding the distribution and control of 
infectious diseases. Related to this expansion of epidemiologic interest into the behavioral realm 'has been the 
development of etiological models which focus on the psychological, biological and socio-cultural characteristics of 
hosts, rather than exclusive concern with exposure to a particular agent or even behavioral risk. Also during this period 
advances in statistical and computing techniques have made accessible the ready testing of multivariate causal models, 
and so have encouraged the measurement of the effects of social and cultural factors on disease occurrence.

`This book will be a valuable addition to the libraries of schools of public health and departments of preventive 
medicine; but even more to medical school libraries where some of the approaches described are little known at this 
time.' Transcultural Psychiatric Research (1988) `...a most welcome book, It is the first of its kind, which in its title 
and content clearly confirms the strong link between health, disease and socio-cultural context.' Health Policy and 
Planning, 3:2 `The book is good, and should certainly be ordered for university libraries wherever anthropology is 
taught.' British Medical Anthropology Society Newletter (1988) 


