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before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Asian American 
Communities and Health: Context, Research, Policy, and Action: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Asian American Communities and Health: Context, Research, 
Policy, and ActionBy Alexandra GerltThis book is very informative. The writing style is very direct and dry. Their 
sources and information are all up-to-date.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Much-needed 
CompendiumBy Victoria WeisfeldThe new textbook, Asian American Communities and Health: Context, Research, 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=078799829X


Policy, and Action (Public Health/Vulnerable Populations), fills a significant gap in information about the diversity of 
the growing number of Americans from across Asia, the Pacific Islands, and Hawaii, and the health challenges they 
face in the United States. Mainstream America's perception of Asian-Americans as uniformly successful--healthy, 
wealthy, and wise--obscures real differences between and within ethnic groups. Here in one readable, expert text is the 
full picture. Excellent resource for faculty and students interested not only in Asian issues, but more broadly 
concerned about vulnerable populations, public health, and social justice, too.3 of 3 people found the following review 
helpful. Excellent ResourceBy Nina RaoAs a public health professional working in minority communities, I am 
always looking for resources to inform the development of community based programs. I am particularly impressed 
with this book's contextual analysis and move away from a disease-specific focus. The section on critical factors 
impacting health is especially useful. I highly recommend this book for public health professionals and students of 
public health, medicine, and other allied health professions.

This ground-breaking textbook examines Asian American health from a public health perspective. It provides an 
overview of the social, political, economic, and cultural forces that influence the distribution of disease and illness in 
Asian American communities. The book explores the diversity within the Asian community with respect to health 
seeking behavior and knowledge, socioeconomic status, educational level, cultural traditions, and specific health care 
needs and issues. By examining the contextual factors that impact health, the book seeks to facilitate a meaningful 
dialogue and identify creative solutions for health disparities faced by racial and ethnic minority communities.

"hellip;a recently published book that not only focuses on a growing and hugely diverse cultural group in the United 
States but also underscores the importance of context in any relationship between a clinician and patient." (New York 
Times, July 16, 2009) ldquo;This commentary provides an in-depth and comprehensive contextual understanding of 
key issues influencing health in Asian American communities. It is a valuable resource addressing health disparities 
through ecological lenses and multilevel analyses and is congruent with the current movement toward a better 
understanding of the social determinants of health. The chapters are groundbreaking work of more than 40 leading 
researchers and community advocates. The bookrsquo;s emphasis on understanding the social, cultural, and political 
context of the health of Asian Americans is relevant for a wide range of health professionals, social scientists, 
community advocates, and policy makers. It is also an excellent resource for faculty members and students interested 
not only in Asian Americanmdash;related issues but also broader issues in vulnerable populations, public health, and 
social justice.rdquo; mdash; Health Promotion Practice ldquo;The research literature regarding Asian-American health 
issues remains thin, funding agencies have been little forthcoming, and general understanding has been hampered by 
stereotypes and misunderstanding. These reasons make the new text Asian American Communities and Health: 
Context, Research, Policy, and Action a timely and important contributor to the understanding of Asian-American 
health concerns. The editors have a sophisticated view of Asian-American health issues and they have drawn together 
a collection of chapters impressive in their scope and depth. As a whole, the book addresses community health on 
multiple levels, including institutional and social factors affecting health, collaborative efforts for health improvement, 
and how age, gender, and sexual orientation factor into Asian-American health.rdquo; mdash; The Journal of 
Immigrant and Minority HealthFrom the Back CoverPraise for Asian American Communities and Health "This 
textbook provides a detailed and lucid examination of key health issues from more than 40 leading researchers and 
community advocates in Asian American health, all of whom agree on the need for contextual and multi-level analyses 
and interventions to reduce health disparities in Asian American populations. Unlike other books on the health of 
immigrant and minority populations, this textbook illustrates the critical role of factors ranging from social capital, 
migration patterns, culture, acculturation histories, racism and discrimination, and policies on health and health 
disparities. Trinh-Shevrin, Islam, and Rey have made an important contribution to the minority health and health 
disparities literature." mdash;Ichiro Kawachi, MD, PhD, professor of social epidemiology and chair, Department of 
Society, Human Development, and Health, Harvard School of Public Health "This book affirms the thirty-five years of 
experience of Asian Health Services and challenges our health care system to do better." mdash;Sherry Hirota, CEO, 
Asian Health Services "Asian American Communities and Health is not only for students, scholars, researchers, 
advocates,?and practitioners?of public health. The essays in the book add?the academic discipline of?public health to 
Asian American Studies (AAS), while?fulfilling?the AASAS founding principle of directly serving the Asian 
American community with?their research and findings." mdash;Lorraine Dong, PhD, professor and chair, Asian 
American Studies Department, College of Ethnic Studies, San Francisco State University "For all who are committed 
to social justice in the United States but have limited understanding of Asian Americansmdash;politicians, policy-
makers, program planners, administrators, researchers, and service providersmdash;this book is an eye-opener to the 
plight of this and other minorities in seeking parity in a broken social, political, and health care system." mdash;Jane S. 
Lin-Fu, MD, former chief, Genetic Services?Branch, Maternal and Child Health Bureau, HRSA, USDHHSAbout the 
AuthorChau Trinh-Shevrin, DrPH, is the director of the New York University (NYU) Center for the Study of Asian 
American Health and assistant professor at the NYU School of Medicine. Nadia Shilpi Islam, PhD, is the deputy 



director of research within the Center for the Study of Asian American Health at the New York University. Mariano 
Jose Rey, MD, is the director of the New York University Institute for Community Health and Research and senior 
associate dean for Community Affairs at the NYU School of Medicine. 


