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Progress on the Institute of Medicine Report The Future of Nursing: 

Nurses make up the largest segment of the health care profession, with 3 million registered nurses in the United States. 
Nurses work in a wide variety of settings, including hospitals, public health centers, schools, and homes, and provide a 
continuum of services, including direct patient care, health promotion, patient education, and coordination of care. 
They serve in leadership roles, are researchers, and work to improve health care policy. As the health care system 
undergoes transformation due in part to the Affordable Care Act (ACA), the nursing profession is making a wide-
reaching impact by providing and affecting quality, patient-centered, accessible, and affordable care. In 2010, the 
Institute of Medicine (IOM) released the report The Future of Nursing: Leading Change, Advancing Health, which 
made a series of recommendations pertaining to roles for nurses in the new health care landscape. This current report 
assesses progress made by the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation/AARP Future of Nursing: Campaign for Action and 
others in implementing the recommendations from the 2010 report and identifies areas that should be emphasized over 
the next 5 years to make further progress toward these goals.


