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Comus Whalan : Assisting at Surgical Operations: A Practical Guide (Cambridge Clinical Guides)  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Assisting at Surgical 
Operations: A Practical Guide (Cambridge Clinical Guides): 

2 of 3 people found the following review helpful. A good starter book for medical studentsBy Amy W.If the realm of 
the OR is completely foreign to you, this book is a good jumping-off point before you start your surgical rotation. It 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0521680816


covers all of the basics and gives some info on assisting in different surgical specialties. The only drawback is that it's 
an "English" medicine text, not a "U.S." medicine text, so some of the terminology is not the same as is used in the 
U.S., e.g. "scout nurse" vs. "circulating nurse." It may seem a bit simplistic for those who have some OR experience, 
but if you don't this will acclimate you to a decent level of comfort before that first day.1 of 2 people found the 
following review helpful. Should have read closer before orderingBy Mary EThe book is thorough on the topic, and 
helpful. However, I wish I had realized the authors were either English or Australian, discussing British style operating 
theatres before I purchased the book. Most of the topics can be applied to American OR's, however. I should have 
guessed that Cambridge Publishing would not be using American authors.0 of 1 people found the following review 
helpful. good for new techs and very green first assistantsBy Treva hiesermannI thought it would give more advanced 
tricks and techniques. It was rather elementary. More for new techs and very green first assistants.

There are many superb books on how to do operations but there are few or none on how to assist at them, and none 
written either by or for medical students or doctors. Therefore, the skills that make an expert surgical assistant are 
difficult to acquire. Normally, they can only learn in a haphazard way, by spending years in the operating theater. This 
book describes those skills in a concise and systematic way, in surgery in general, and in ten different speciality areas. 
Although intended mainly for clinical-level medical students and junior doctors, other people who assist at surgical 
operations, including general practitioners, nurse assistants and surgical technologists, will also find it useful. Whether 
planning a career in surgery, or simply aiming for high marks in a surgical rotation, there are few better ways to 
impress a surgeon than by skilfully assisting at surgical operations.

' ... describes general operating theatre conduct with the overall aim of teaching you how to be a good surgical 
assistant ... focuses on the immediate aftermath of the operation, advising on drugs to prescribe post-operatively and 
how to write a comprehensive but succinct operation note ...This book is aimed at medical students and foundation 
year doctors. It is a valuable read for anyone at this level. A knowledgeable surgical assistant is a delight to a surgeon 
and will gain a lot of kudos. I would thoroughly recommend it to this group of students and doctors ... a good easy 
read that sets out its information in a clear and logical way with good diagrams and photos.' British Medical 
Journal'Assisting at Surgical Operations deals with all those things you ever wanted to know in the operating theatre 
but were too afraid to ask. It is an easy to read, humorous guide to the practicalities of surgical assisting - something 
that is not taught routinely to the undergraduate and often taken for granted in junior surgeons.' British Journal of 
Surgery'This book takes a unique approach to discussing assisting at surgical operations. It makes you feel as though 
you are there. The 'you' in the book, by the way, is likely to be a junior scrub practitioner, inexperienced medical 
student or junior surgeon ... this book could make an impact on your book shelves and provide much scope for 
discussion in the coffee rooms (and scrub rooms) up and down the country.' Journal of Pharmacy and 
PharmacologyAbout the AuthorDr Comus Whalan is Visiting Surgeon at Noarlunga Hospital, Adelaide, South 
Australia. 


