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Gail Walraven : Basic Arrhythmias (5th Edition)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised Basic Arrhythmias (5th Edition): 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Recommended for new paramedicsBy kparrentWhen I first opened 
this book I hated it. It's written in what I'll call a "workbook" style format from the very beginning where every few 
sentences there are some blanks you have to mentally fill in and the answers are in the margin. While most of them are 
super simple it does force you to actually pay attention to what you're reading to.I had a very basic understanding of 
rhythms entering into it, and upon completion of this book I am confident in my abilities to recognize and identify the 
basic problems I'll encounter as a paramedic.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Excellent learning tool 
for arrhythmiasBy KitKat88This is a great book that focuses on II lead EKG arrhythmias with some added information 
about 12 Lead and heart anatomy. The way it's set up is that it introduces a concept and then repeats it a few different 
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ways to make sure that you understand it. It has fill in the blanks so that it is interactive and keeps you engaged when 
you're reading. It splits the arrhythmias up based on where they originate in the heart and goes from least complex to 
most complex. There is also a helpful online component and VERY helpful rip out flash cards that summarize the 
rules. A few complaints: It does not cover combination arrythmias, which is much more useful when using these skills 
in real life. For example, patients will likely have an underlying arrhythmia complicated by occasional PVCs. It does 
not cover anything about pacemakers and paced rhythms. Finally, it is really expensive for a fairly thin workbook 
that's bulk is practice strips. I have been told that the earlier editions provide exactly the same content, so I would 
recommend getting that instead. Make sure not to buy used, though because it will be written in, likely have missing 
flashcards, and you won't have the online access code. Happy arrhythmia learning!2 of 2 people found the following 
review helpful. Text or workbook?By Elizabeth MillerI believe it's technically called the Socratic method, but I call it 
the "guess what I'm thinking method" of teaching. Regardless of the content, this text is written in numbered 
paragraphs with random words missing within. The missing words are in a column to the right of the text, like it's a 
quiz. I find this distracting and unhelpful. There are parts of the book that actually are quizzes, which is fine, but 
leaving out every instance of the word "electrical" on a page and putting a blank line in its place is just teaching me to 
work through frustration. Maybe that's the point, but I doubt it.

Appropriate for any student or practicing health care provider who needs to learn or review basic EKG or arrhythmia 
concepts. This classic, best-selling book has been completely updated and revised to reflect the latest knowledge in the 
field. Now in full color, Basic Arrhythmias, Fifth Edition covers all the basics of arrhythmia interpretation and 
includes appendices on Clinical Implications of Arrhythmias, Cardiac Anatomy and Physiology, 12-Lead 
Electrocardiography, Basic 12-Lead Interpretation, and Pacemakers.

From the PublisherThis best-selling book is designed to help you understand electrocardiography and to prepare for 
your exams. 


