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Kristen M. Hains, Earle E. Steele : Beauty is Therapy : Memories of the Traverse City State Hospital  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Beauty is Therapy : Memories 
of the Traverse City State Hospital: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Not what I expected at all.By CustomerI received this book 
yesterday and was anxious to start reading last night. First off, let me start by saying I never give reviews. I think I 
should start. I am an avid reader and was beyond disappointed. This book is all over the place! Many things are 
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repeated, and not really in an order where they make much sense. I love to get lost in books, but this one you really 
had to pay attention! Not what I expected at all. I visit Traverse each year and was excited to start this read. I am 
surprised, and now confused, at the great reviews I had read before purchasing. I've never wanted to return a book 
until now.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. The title should have been, Earle Steele's life at ...By Lari 
J. KulwickiThe title should have been, Earle Steele's life at the Traverse City State Hospital. There was very little 
information about the institution or patients. It is all about Earle Steele growing up on the grounds and eventually 
working there. Where the author came up with the title, I have no clue. The book was a short, disappointing thing if 
your quest was to learn more about the hospital/institution. I am sorry to have spent money to buy this book.1 of 1 
people found the following review helpful. fascinating history of a mental health institution, it's founder, and personal 
glimpses of some staff and patientsBy Eugene BiegertThe book tells the history of the Traverse City State Hospital in 
both text and photographs. The text is very informative and fascinating. The photographs enhance the written 
information. Anyone in the mental health field and non-professionals interested in the history of psychiatry will find 
this book highly informative.

Now in its fifth printing (July 2015)! Memoirs of Earle Steele, a fifty year employee of the Traverse City State 
Hospital. Steele's first affiliation with the hospital was at age nine when his father began employment at the institution. 
Ten year's later, the younger Steele began his own employment with the hospital. At the time of his retirement in 1984, 
Steele was the Superintendent of the Grounds Department. Between 1984 and 1989 he helped continue the 
development of the hospital museum and served as curator until the closing of the institution in 1984. The book 
contains black and white photos retrieved from the local historical society as well as illustrations by Steele.

Traverse City historians and students of the evolution of the mental health system will find much to glean... --Northern 
Express, February 15, 2001From the PublisherNow in its third printing (July 2006) Beauty is Therapy continues to 
charm readers locally, regionally and nationally. The book has spent more than 60 weeks on the region's bestseller 
list.From the Back CoverFrom horse-drawn wagon rides to school through five decades of tending majestic trees at the 
gothic Traverse City State Hospital, Earle Steele colorfully and compassionately shares tales of life and how it was 
lived at The Asylum, a city-within-a-city that once housed 3000 mentally ill patients. In a series of letters to his 
granddaughter, this groundskeeper's son recounts a childhood of befriending patients and his years as gardener, 
grounds superintendent and museum curator at an institution where the dictum was "beauty is therapy." 


