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would be worth my time, and all praised Critical Issues in Global Health: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Good info on Current IssuesBy Karen CGood information in an up 
to date text, not overly laden with long, dry explanations - what more can you ask for?!1 of 1 people found the 
following review helpful. Great bookBy CustomerHistorical information related to health care in different parts of the 
world. It helped me get an A. Kind of old though.1 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Thank You!By 
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NicinessThe book arrived sooner than I expected, it was exactly what I asked for and was in a better condition than 
was described. Packaging was great. Thank you very much.

Critical Issues in Global Health is an outstanding compAndium of knowledge and thought--from a distinguished panel 
of internationally renowned medical and public health experts--that offers insight into the most important health issues 
facing our world's populations. The volume's individual contributors represent a wide range of prestigious health 
organizations and institutions including the World Health Organization, National Academy of Sciences, Kellogg and 
Rockefeller Foundations, U.S. Centers for Disease Control, and the American Public Health Association. Edited by C. 
Everett Koop, Clarence E. Pearson, and M. Roy Schwarz, these never-before-published essays explore the future of 
international health and explain what will be required in order to provide adequate health and medical care worldwide, 
especially for underdeveloped countries.

From The New England Journal of MedicineGlobal approaches to health began to be conceived as rich nations 
embarked on the exploration and colonization of poor nations in the tropics. For much of the first half of the 20th 
century, these approaches were focused on gaining an understanding of the pathophysiology of infectious diseases 
endemic to warmer climates and devising the means to cure them. In the latter half of the 20th century, the use of 
airplanes increased international travel, allowing the import and export of various infectious agents with increasing 
ease. Other factors contributing to the spread of disease were the mass migrations caused by war, civil strife, hunger, 
and natural disasters. Such migration has influenced the changing face of global health. The past century also 
witnessed the industrialization of previously nonindustrial countries and the globalization of trade. In some regions, 
these trends have led to economic improvement, the control of many infectious diseases, and a shift toward a focus on 
chronic diseases. But these epidemiologic transitions have also drastically affected some countries by requiring less 
sophisticated societies to face modern health challenges. Global health today has a much different face from the one it 
had in 1902, when Sir Ronald Ross won the Nobel Prize in Medicine for his work linking malaria and mosquitoes. 
Today, the field of global health encompasses infectious and chronic diseases, environmental and occupational health, 
injury prevention, war, and hunger, as well as research and the implementation of health care programs. And it 
involves politics. In order to achieve success in combatting poor health, the international community has come to 
appreciate the need for partnerships, both among countries and international organizations and between public 
agencies and private industry. In Critical Issues in Global Health, Koop, Pearson, and Schwarz have assembled 
contributions by prestigious leaders in the area of public health who here share their insights into what they see as the 
most pressing issues in global health. The editors have grouped the essays into three main parts, covering countries, 
continents, and the world; organizational landscapes in global health; and organizations, management, leadership, and 
partnerships. The relatively short chapters address past successes, current challenges, and possible future advances in 
public health. The first essay, by Gro Harlem Bruntland, the former director general of the World Health Organization, 
establishes the tenor of the book. Bruntland points to the tremendous gains in life expectancy that were made over the 
past few decades; however, she also points out that severe poverty hinders more than a billion people from reaping the 
rewards of the "health revolution." Bruntland lists four challenges for the 21st century: "first and foremost," a 
reduction in poverty; second, the need to address threats that arise from economic crises, unhealthful environments, 
and risky behavior; third, the development of effective health care systems; and, fourth, the expansion of the 
knowledge base related to health. Throughout subsequent chapters, after discussing experiences with various topics in 
health care, the contributors delve into areas that, in essence, revisit these four challenges. Critical Issues in Global 
Health is an excellent overview for those with an interest in improving global health. It is expansive in its coverage, 
which is both a strength and a weakness. Although the book provides an overview of many important topics in global 
health, each chapter is only that, an overview. Readers will use the book as an introduction to the subject of global 
health, but they will need to search for other works that provide more coverage in depth. The pressing health issues of 
today are covered, but the challenge is to predict what influences -- the severe acute respiratory syndrome is a recent 
example -- will affect the world's health in the future. John R. MacArthur, M.D., M.P.H.Copyright 2003 
Massachusetts Medical Society. All rights reserved. The New England Journal of Medicine is a registered trademark 
of the MMS. "The book would make an excellent reference..." (Annals of Pharmacotherapy, April 2003) "...is an 
excellent overview for those with an interest in improving global health." (New England Journal of Medicine, August 
28, 2003)From the Inside FlapCritical Issues in Global Health "The miracles of science could and should be shared 
equally in the world. There is a growing chasm between those of us who are rich, powerful, and healthy and those who 
are poor, weak, and suffering from preventable diseases. If we are to improve health, we must concentrate on existing 
disparities in opportunities, resources, education, and access to health programs. Only to the extent that we can 
eliminate these inequities will our dreams for global health in the twenty-first century be realized." from the foreword 
by Jimmy Carter Critical Issues in Global Health is an outstanding compendium of knowledge and thoughtfrom a 
distinguished panel of internationally renowned medical and public health expertsthat offers insight into the most 
important health issues facing our world's populations. The volume's individual contributors represent a wide range of 



prestigious health organizations and institutions including the World Health Organization, National Academy of 
Sciences, Kellogg and Rockefeller Foundations, U.S. Centers for Disease Control, and the American Public Health 
Association. Edited by C. Everett Koop, Clarence E. Pearson, and M. Roy Schwarz, these never-before-published 
essays explore the future of international health and explain what will be required in order to provide adequate health 
and medical care worldwide, especially for underdeveloped countries.Comprehensive in scope, this impressive 
resource is divided into three major sections: Countries, Continents, and the World; The Organizational Landscape in 
Global Health; and Organizations, Management, Leadership, and Partnerships. In the opening essay, Gro Harlem 
Brundtland, the Secretary General of the World Health Organization, presents a dynamic global view of the world's 
health. The chapters in this section also contain a wealth of informative essays on the major continents and regions of 
the world and include instructive health portraits of China, I 


