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Arthur Kleinman, Yunxiang Yan, Jing Jun, Sing Lee, Everett Zhang, Pan Tianshu, Wu Fei, Jinhua Guo : Deep 
China: The Moral Life of the Person  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my 
time, and all praised Deep China: The Moral Life of the Person: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Intriguing read - holds up well to my personal experiences.By Porter 
WoodwardA very interesting look at the shifts and changes in where morals come from post-Mao, post-cultural 
revolution in a society which pushed out religion to replace it with a religion of the "state" (cult of personality) - only 
to have that displaced with what exactly?Nature abhors a vacuum - and apparently so do societies. Here you have a 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0520269454


nice exploration of the cobbled together moral landscape - with traditions both old and new being synthesized into a 
(not necessarily cohesive) whole. The authors cover a lot of different aspects of the inner conflicts people must have 
experienced, and are experiencing even now. This won't necessarily help you understand individuals per se, but it 
should give you some appreciation for what many people may have gone through as a whole.

Deep China investigates the emotional and moral lives of the Chinese people as they adjust to the challenges of 
modernity. Sharing a medical anthropology and cultural psychiatry perspective, Arthur Kleinman, Yunxiang Yan, Jing 
Jun, Sing Lee, Everett Zhang, Pan Tianshu, Wu Fei, and Guo Jinhua delve into intimate and sometimes hidden areas 
of personal life and social practice to observe and narrate the drama of Chinese individualization. The essays explore 
the remaking of the moral person during Chinas profound social and economic transformation, unraveling the shifting 
practices and struggles of contemporary life.

Essential. . . . This is one of the most important books on China to be published in recent years. 


