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Sandra J. Edwards MA OTR FAOTA, Donna J. Buckland MS OTR, Jenna D. McCoy-Powlen MS OTR : 
Developmental and Functional Hand Grasps  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth 
my time, and all praised Developmental and Functional Hand Grasps: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Developmental and Functional Hand GraspsBy William ShererI love 
this book! Wish I'd had it from the beginning of my OTA program. The photos and illustrations are very clear and 
helpful; the text is concise and easy to read. The authors have done a very good job of describing each grasp, 
explaining its development, functions for daily living, and how to promote the development of the grasp. Another 
helpful feature is the crossreferencing of terms so that the reader can relate the descriptions to terminology used by 
various authors. Everyone seems to like to come up with their own name for things, but this book helps clear up some 
of the confusion that can arise from reading different texts. My only disappointment is that it is a very pricey book for 
no bigger than it is. I'm not sorry I spent the money though, because this really is an excellent resource I'll refer to 
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repeatedly in the years to come!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. I had access to this book when I 
worked in ...By JoyousI had access to this book when I worked in an outpatient rehab facility several years ago as a 
reference. It's a costly book so I finally decided to get it since I work in the pediatric field as an Occupational Therapy 
Assistant and refer to it often. It was worth the money.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Expectations 
about grasping in adultsBy Wilfred AgredoI was looking more information about the grasping in adult and the 
implications in the ADL, but the information was not enough

At last! A reference that has organized grasps into a concise, beautifully illustrated text for clarity and accuracy. 
Developmental and Functional Hand Grasps is designed to identify, illustrate, and describe the complexity of grasps in 
a clear, user-friendly manner. Faculty, clinicians, and students will find that this accurate and comprehensive text 
addresses essential developmental, precision, and power grasps as well as handwriting grasps for use in evaluation, 
treatment, and research. The functional aspects of grasps, anatomical features, and interesting facts are highlighted in 
the chapter, Functional Hand Grasps. Developmental and Functional Hand Grasps is a significant book with 
information on 48 grasps, taxonomy of the hand, structure of the hand, and how to observe the hand. The texts format 
has a clear, accurate photo and a detailed description of each grasp. An additional feature inside this essential resource 
is the comprehensive spreadsheets, which summarize grasps and the numerous references by authors past and present. 
An extensive reference list completes this unique and necessary text.

This is a very good reference on a very specific topic. Although concise, the book is comprehensive enough to be 
useful to instructors, therapists, and students. Terry Peralta, MA, PhD Candidate, Doody Enterprises, Inc.I would 
consider this book a valuable resource for both occupational therapy students and practicing therapistsThe tables that 
compare the different names and the use of photographs to clearly show the specific grasps are excellent. Jane Henry, 
Canadian Journal of Occupational Therapy."This is an informative text that would assist both clinicians and students 
to gain a broader and deeper perspective of developmental/functional grasps. I know of no other text to be so 
comprehensive and specifically detailed." Susan Amundson, MS, OTR/L, FAOTA,O.T.KIDS, INC., Spokane, WA 


