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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. An excellent readBy stellarkindBirenbaum gives a great overview of
the managed care delivery system and the path that |ead to the reputation it has today. The work is detailed in its
outline of specifically why the managed care system and persons with disabilities are in many ways incompatible with
each other, and what health administrators can do to ensure managed care fits the needs of all enrollees.

Since the passage in 1990 of the Americans with Disabilities Act, society has made considerable strides in improving
the quality of life and the productivity of individuals with disabilities. At the same time, however, the American health
care system has undergone considerable change, with some unforeseen consequences for those with
disahilities.Birenbaum analyzes all of the disability and health policy issues that have emerged from our reliance upon
managed care. First, he examines how disability has been defined and redefined in social science and in government
regulations. Then, he discusses the major changes in health care over the last decadein particular, the financial and
organizational principles behind managed care. After reviewing the structural advantages and disadvantages of
managed care for people with disabilities, he concludes with observations on the future of health care for people with
disabilities, particularly in the context of the quality of life and the possible functional outcomes following medical
interventions.

"Birenbaum writes clearly and informatively about the cost-driven changes in health care organization, financing, and
delivery and the ways in which these changes have impacted or may impact people with disabilities....A valuable,
interesting, and well-written book about major changesin health care financing and delivery and the consequences of a
managed care system for people with disabilities. Upper division undergraduates through professionals; two year
technical program students."-Choice?Birenbaum writes clearly and informatively about the cost-driven changesin
health care organization, financing, and delivery and the ways in which these changes have impacted or may impact
people with disabilities....A valuable, interesting, and well-written book about major changes in health care financing
and delivery and the consequences of a managed care system for people with disabilities. Upper division
undergraduates through professionals; two year technical program students.?-ChoiceAbout the AuthorARNOLD
BIRENBAUM is Associate Director, University Affiliated Program, Department of Pediatrics, Albert Einstein College
of Medicine. Professor Birenbaum has written extensively on health and public policy issues, including Putting Health
Care on the National Agenda (Greenwood, 1995) and Managed Care: Made in America (Greenwood, 1997).



