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Roger Webber : Disease Selection: The Way Disease Changed the World  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Disease Selection: The Way Disease Changed the World: 

Diseases have had more influence on us than we realize. They have taken a major role in making us humans and 
probably determine the way we run our lives. They emerged with us from our ancestral home in Africa, to spread to 
the rest of the planet. History is full of the great epidemics of plague, smallpox and anthrax, with the present 
catastrophe of HIV that is changing the demography of the world in a similar way to its predecessors. We survived 
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because of our genetic variation and immune system and it will be this that will save us again.So fundamental has been 
the part that disease has played in the world that it has brought about change, just as much as has natural selection. 
Actually disease has been another force, sometimes acting with natural selection but often in opposition. It continues 
to have a far more profound effect on all of us than realized, selecting the course of the world just as much as the rest 
of nature has.Disease Selection: The way disease changed the world explores the host-pathogen relationship and the 
way communicable diseases have evolved often to stay one step ahead of interventions. From sexually transmitted 
disease through to ancient and modern great plagues, parasites, food, zoonoses, climate change and populations, this 
book explores the way disappeared and emergent diseases have shaped our world just as much as nature has. This 
book provides key information and is a valuable resource for students, practitioners and researchers working in global 
health and anyone interested in understanding of the basis of disease.


