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Michael T. Keene: Mad House: The Hidden History of Insane Asylumsin 19th-Century New York before
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Mad House: The Hidden
History of Insane Asylumsin 19th-Century New Y ork:

16 of 16 people found the following review helpful. PainfulBy L. HagenThis book was painful to read and | was
unable to finish it. The author appears to have self-edited the piece, leading to sentences such as 'Arguably two of the


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1939688019

most notorious patient/prisoners ever confined in Matteawan were Lizzie Halliday "The Worst Woman on Earth”, and
Harry Thaw and the Trial of the Century.' We are left wondering what the Trial of the Century did to get committed.
Punctuation was haphazard at best, and Mr. Keene uses the term "straightjacket" throughout the book instead of
"straitjacket"--suggesting either poor research or poor attention to detail. The piece reads like a high school essay and
wanders and rambles about. Probably not a bad read for someone wanting lurid stories of abusive mental health
facilities but not a good choice for anyone interested in serious research.0 of 0 people found the following review
helpful. Five StarsBy StuGreat book.8 of 10 people found the following review helpful. Reads more like aterm
paperBy Deborah A. BrownFrankly, | was disappointed with this book, Some of the details were interesting, and the
author certainly did his research. However, it lacked depth of subject matter; and for me, it was like reading aterm
paper. Obviously, there is much information out there, and | think the author could have delved deeper. Not enough
substance to stretch into abook. As aterm paper | would grade it: A-. Asabook: C.

Discover the details of 19th-Century insane asylumsin Michael Keene's latest historical venture, Mad House. With
vivid detail and deep research, readers will travel through the lineage and architecture of the asylumsin New Y ork.
While walking in the footsteps of history's mentaly ill, readers will continue to be amazed at their treatment, their
stories and the ever evolving world of mental health in the United States. Mad House specifically looks into the insane
asylum wards of 19th century New Y ork and the rich assortment of doctors and patients that inhabited them. Be
prepared to be both educated and entertained as you follow along with Keene and the sad, but engaging inhabitantsin
the hidden history of New Y ork insane asylums.

"GREAT READING FOR MENTAL HEALTH PROFESSIONALS AND HISTORIANS ALIKE" nbsp; Richard M.
Ryan, Ph.D.Professor of Psychology and Director of Clinical Training, Clinical and Social Sciencesin
PsychologyUniversity of RochesterRochester, New Y ork 14627 nbsp; nbsp;From the Back CoverTHE YEAR WAS
1869, HER NAME WAS MARY ROTE. ...SHE ARRIVED BY STEAMBOAT AT OVID LANDING, SHACKLED
AT THE WRISTS AND TRANSPORTED BY ARMED GUARDS..... SHE HAD SPENT TEN YEARS CHAINED
TO A WALL IN MADISON COUNTY, OFTEN NAKED AND SUSPENDED BY HER THUMBS. DESCRIBED
AS DEFORMED AND DEMENTED, SHE WOULD BECOME WILLARD INSANE ASYLUMS.... FIRST
PATIENT 127 YEARSLATER IN 1996 THE WILLARD INSANE ASYLUM WOULD FINALLY SHUTTERITS
DOORS WHEREAPON A HORRIFYING DISCOVERY WAS MADE..... nbsp;BURIED NEAR THE FACILITY
WERE OVER 5700 BODIES.... LYING IN UNMARKED GRAVES....ALL FORMER WILLARD PATIENTS
DRAWING UPON CONFIDENTIAL HOSPITAL ARCHIVES, PRIVATE PATIENT LETTERSAND
NEWSPAPER ACCOUNTS OF THE DAY, | WILL NOW TAKE YOU ON A JOURNEY INSIDE A WORLD OF
MADNESS.nbsp; *WHAT TERRIBLE SECRETS WERE UNCOVERED AT ROLLING HILLSASYLUM ?nbsp;
*WHO WAS THE GRAVE DIGGER LAWRENCE AND WHAT WAS FOUND BURIED NEAR THE
ROCHESTER INSANE ASYLUM ?*WHAT HAPPENED TO THE BEAUTIFUL NELLIEBLY INSIDE THE
LUNATIC ASYLUM ON BLACKWELL ISLAND ?*WHAT WAS THE NOTORIOUS DEVICE 'THE UTICA
CRIB' USED FOR ?*WHO HAUNTS THE BUFFALO INSANE ASYLUMnbsp;EVEN TO THISDAY ?
SHOCKING TALES OF NEGLECT, ABUSE AND EVEN TORTURE WILL BE REVEALED HERE SOME FOR
THE FIRST TIME... BUT ALSO REMARKABLE STORIES, OF INSPIRATION, HOPE AND HEALING.
WELCOME TO MAD~HOUSE



