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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Four StarsBy NiritNice textbook

This self-instructional manual on the interpretation and use of epidemiologic data deals with the basic concepts and 
skills needed for the appraisal of published reports or one's own findings. Applications in clinical medicine, public 
health, community medicine, and research are all taken into consideration. Making Sense of Data is designed as a 
workbook of short exercises and instructional self-tests that introduce fundamental approaches and procedures in data 
interpretation and develop competency in working with epidemiologic tools. Basic concepts are presented in the first 
section, which also demonstrates the step-by-step assessment of data. The next section discusses rates and other simple 
measures, and the third shows how to judge their accuracy. Section IV and V deal with more complex issues of 
associations between variables and the appraisal of cause-effect relationships. Section VI deals with meta-analysis (the 
critical review and integration of the findings from separate studies) and section VII with the questions to be asked 
before deciding to apply study results in practice. Numerous changes have been made in this edition, including the 
addition of a section on the practical application of epidemiological findings, discussions of new topics (Cox 
proportional hazards regression, qualitative studies, ROC curves), and fresh examples.

"The references are both current and pertinent....An interesting book that would be useful for students and health 
professionals who have no training in epidemiology or biostatistics....The sections of this text that were included in the 
first edition have been updated and errorscorrected....This second edition includes an important, and well-explained, 
section on meta-analysis." --Sylvia E. Furner, PhD, MPH, University of Illinois at Chicago, Doody's Journal"Special 
and Unique. Nice pedogological technique to enhance a professional science sense."--Anthony F. Vuturo, MD, MPH, 
University of ArizonaAbout the AuthorZ. H. Abramson is at both at Hebrew University. 


