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S. Lochlann Jain : Malignant: How Cancer Becomes Us  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Malignant: How Cancer Becomes Us: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Get Ready to ThinkBy Sue PorterThis is an important book, but not 
an easy one. It is part memoir, part investigative journalism, part cultural critique of the cancer phenomenon. It is 
probing, fiercely intelligent, and provocative throughout, and Jain requires--and expects--a lot from her readers. For 
those looking for a feel-good--love yourself, hate the cancer--type of narrative, this isn't it. This book requires much 
more from the reader than emotions and weepy sentiment. It requires the ability to deconstruct our current conceptual 
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framework about cancer (and it's treatment, etc.) and imagine it in new ways. This takes effort, but such effort is worth 
it to understand cancer the way Jain does.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Excellent read!By Tammy 
HoltGreat perspective. There were many important areas addressed by the author, written clearly and objectively. Very 
thought provoking book to read.0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Who gains when people stay sick 
with cancer. Suggestions to recover from cancer.By Henry KerkhovenWho gains when people stay sick with 
cancer.The author explains her experiences with doctors who downplay her concerns, and seem interested in treating 
her only when her cancer is deadly.The medical treatments offer 2% improvement in survival.Suggestions to recover 
from cancer.Her experiences recovering from cancer.

Nearly half of all Americans will be diagnosed with an invasive cancermdash;an all-too ordinary aspect of daily life. 
Through a powerful combination of cultural analysis and memoir, this stunningly original book explores why cancer 
remains so confounding, despite the billions of dollars spent in the search for a cure. Amidst furious debates over its 
causes and treatments, scientists generate reams of datamdash;information that ultimately obscures as much as it 
clarifies. Award-winning anthropologist S. Lochlann Jain deftly unscrambles the high stakes of the resulting 
confusion. Expertly reading across a range of material that includes history, oncology, law, economics, and literature, 
Jain explains how a national culture that simultaneously aims to deny, profit from, and cure cancer entraps us in a state 
of paradoxmdash;one that makes the world of cancer virtually impossible to navigate for doctors, patients, caretakers, 
and policy makers alike. This chronicle, burning with urgency and substance leavened with brio and wit, offers a lucid 
guide to understanding and navigating the quicksand of uncertainty at the heart of cancer. Malignant vitally shifts the 
terms of an epic battle we have been losing for decades: the war on cancer.

"Brilliant." 


